


INTRODUCTION

The goal of this first discussion topic, “Slavery and the Institutionalization of the “Other,”” is to
ground our understanding of racism in the culture and economics of slavery, emerging
capitalism in the West, and economic pressures to create surplus value. Slavery and racism are
and were horrible but there is more to it than pointing our fingers at some mean individuals.
Racism could never have continued itself without an economic pressure reinforcing it.
Searching for the answer to the question, “Why didn’t racism disappear after the Civil War?” is
the underlying theme of this section.

As a prefatory comment to this section, below is a link the quote from a black minister who has
written three volumes on race, religion, and racism. The quote tries to share some of the
impact of being the “other” in America.

“It might be said the losing our own culture has even reinforced the concept the Blacks
are inferior, because if you do not know the facts behind the loss, there is a subliminal
impression that perhaps the culture from Africa was not worth remembering or
preserving.

Because Blacks have been put down for so long, often they cannot accept another black
person in a position of authority until white people except him first. An instance of this
is that when | was first called to God to deal with the message of faith, not one black
person in America, not one black church, not one black ministry would invite me to
come. God knew the black people would not receive another black man until white
people had validated his authenticity, and for quite a few years, my ministry was to
white people. | went to Australia for five times. There was no one down there except
white people and aborigines, and I did not get sent to the aborigines.

Once | got credibility among white people —and thank God for the good white people
who saw the value in what God had deposited in me or | would not have had any kind of
credibility or opportunity — | began to have more diverse speaking engagements. God
promoted me pass white people, black people, red people, yellow people and brown
people. No one in America can claim the FaithDome — lock the largest sanctuary in
America — and its ministry of 18,000 but God Almighty. And that is the reason why God
gave me this assignment — because | don’t owe anything to anyone except to Him.

White people need to understand that since the beginning of this country’s history,
black people have been conditioned by being deliberately stripped of our original
culture. The purpose was to make slaves completely dependent upon slave masters.
Families were cold-bloodily separated — husbands and wives torn apart, children sold
from under their parents’ noses, never to be seen again. How could people do this to
other people? Because black people were not considered people, they were considered
animals, and animals don’t count. That was the concept of slavery ~ in the concept is a
concept of inferiority.
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This nation has been built on the assumption that black people are inferior and white
people are superior; that is the assumption, and if you are black, you might as well face
it. From the moment Blacks were abducted in Africa and brought here, everything that
has been done to black people has been based on that assumption, and the effect on
Blacks as a group has been devastating.

Today, black people in America are really white people with black skin. Why? Because
Blacks don’t really know how to be anything else. We don’t know anything about our
African culture. We don’t know anything about our past. The only thing we know is a
culture we are placed into. Since our forefathers were inculcated with white values and
pass these values down from generation to generation, Blacks have values that are very
white oriented.”?

Questions for this section.

1.

10.

Why didn’t Europeans enslave other E uropeans?

What is it about Jews in Europe and Native Americans in the US that kept them from
addressing the need for labor as capitalism evolved?

Why was Christianity’s role so critical in theologically justifying slavery from the
European perspective and from the American perspective?

Why was indentured servitude insufficient for providing the volume of labor necessary to
meet the demand?

Why was the establishment of a racial hierarchy necessary in the Americas and Europe
to justify and maintain white superiority?

Can you quantify the magnitude of the slave trade by the time it ended in the 1860s in
the United States? How did whites benefit on a day-to-day basis from the slave trade?
How did Europeans benefit on a day-to-day basis from the slave trade? Was there a
multiclass benefit to white Americans and E uropeans resulting from the slave trade?
Explain how the slave trade was reinforced while at the same time suppressed in the U.S.
Constitution?

Contrast the Arab slave trade to the Atlantic and continental slave trade. What roles did
slaves typically play when purchased through the Arab slave trade?

What is the difference between vassalship and chattelship in describing the Arab slave
trade and the transatlantic slave trade?

Do you think the forceful removal of several millions of people had an impact on the
trajectory of growth and development in A frica? Please list some possible implications.

! Frederick K. C. Price, D. D., Race, Religion & Racism, volume 1: A Bold Encounter with Division in the Church (Los
Angeles California Faith One Publishing, 1999), 43-44,
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European Christianity and Slavery
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St. Patrick in stained glass window, image by
Andreas F. Borchert, Church of Our Lady, Star of
the Sea, and St. Patrick in Goleen, County Cork,
Ireland, 2009. According to legend and some
document evidence, St. Patrick was born

in Roman Britain in the late 4th century, at a
time when slavery was more prevalent in the
region. When he was sixteen years old he was
captured and sent to Ireland as a slave. He
escaped back to England, but later became a
cleric and returned to Ireland to spread
Christianity. By the 7th century, he was the
patron saint of Ireland.

Before New World expansion, concepts
of race and racial hierarchies did not
define who could and could not be
enslaved in Western Europe. Instead,
the spread of Christianity in the Early
Middle Ages (from the fifth to tenth
centuries) marked the boundaries of
slavery throughout Europe.

Historian David Brion Davis argues that
the Judeo-Christian belief in a
monotheistic God who rules over a
homogenous group of people eventually
served to prevent European Christians
from enslaving one another. As more
western Europeans converted to
Christianity, this unified religious
identity enabled the decline of slavery in
Europe, but allowed other rigid social
and labor hierarchies to remain. By
1500, European Christians believed
slavery was a more devastating
punishment than execution for criminals
and prisoners of war. Still, European
Christians did not object to the
enslavement of non-Christians,
particularly with ongoing conflicts
between Christians and non-Christians
within Europe, in the nearby Islamic
World, and later in West and Central




European Christianity and Slavery

Africa (which also included Muslim regions) and the Americas.

In northwestern Europe, non-Christian (or pagan) Vikings regularly raided coastal towns for slaves from
the fifth to the eleventh centuries. The Norman Conquest of England in 1066 helped protect some
areas from these slave raids, but tensions and conflicts continued between Christian and non-Christian
Europeans. Even after many Irish Celts converted to Christianity starting in the fifth century, English
Christians deemed them inferior, based on the suspicion that their religious practices still contained

non-Christian rituals. This sense of Christian superiority helped the English justify Irish colonization in
the centuries to come.

The Christian Crusades of the High and Late Middle Ages waged against Islamic kingdoms in the
eastern Mediterranean, western Asia, and northern Africa, also helped form a division between
Christians and Muslims. The expansion of Islam in the fifteenth century through the Ottoman

Empire (which encompassed parts of southeastern Europe, North Africa, Western Asia, and the Middle
East by the sixteenth century) further fueled religious conflicts before the trans-Atlantic trade. In
addition, from the fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries, Barbary corsairs (or pirates) raided European
coastal towns and enslaved European Christians for Islamic slave trade markets. Ultimately, even with
the protection of church law, European Christians were familiar with the threat of enslavement.

L]
t
()

' ‘J'| Emperor Frederick Il, a Christian crusader from

' | | Italy, meets al-Kamil, Muslim ruler of Egypt, during

the Sixth Crusade (1228-29), from a manuscript of

._...---‘—'-;——-,_.!;.‘ the Nuova Cronica by Giovanni Villani, ca. 1341-48.
NN

' Inresponse to these conflicts, a series of
~fifteenth century popes argued for the
1 enslavement of non-Christians as "an
! ” instrument for Christian conversion."
According to church law, Christians were
protected from slavery, but Muslim
* . infidels" and non-Christian "pagans" were
acceptable to enslave. Similarly, in Islamic
law, only non-Muslims could be enslaved.
While Jewish populations living in
Christian-dominated Western Eu rope were protected from slavery in the Middle Ages, widespread
anti-Semitic prejudices amongst European Christians led to Jewish persecution, exile, violent
massacres, and even accusations of causing the Black Death.

In the New World, the criteria for enslavement increasingly shifted from non-Christian to non-
European. As Europeans began emphasizing religious, racial, and ethnic differences between
themselves and American Indians and Africans, this boundary moved further, from non-European to
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European Christianity and Slavery

non-"white," particularly to enable the enslavement of "black" Africans and their African American
descendants.

Aristotle, marble bust is a Roman copy
after a Greek bronze original by
Lysippos from 330 B.C., courtesy of

the National Museum of Rome. Aristotle
produced writings about slavery and
"natural" social hierarchies that
influenced prominent Christian
theologians such as Thomas Aquinas in
the thirteenth century. Later
theologians used Aristotle's argument
for "natural slaves" to justify New World
slavery.

The recovery of classical Greek
texts before and during

the European Renaissance also
provided philosophical and
theological justification for a

Christian social hierarchy that
included slavery. For example,
the Greek

philosopher Aristotle (384 BC to
322 BC) produced writings about
slavery that influenced
prominent Christian theologians
such as Thomas Aquinas in the
thirteenth century, and later
provided legal and moral
justifications for implementing
slavery based on a racial hierarchy in the sixteenth centu ry. Aristotle argued that the master and slave
relationship was natural and that some are marked out for subjection, others for rule. Aquinas built on
Aristotle’s argument to assert that the slave was the physical instrument of his owner. This condition
allowed a slave owner to claim everything his or her slaves possessed and produced, including their
children. Aquinas attributed the plight of enslavement to sin and the inevitable conditions of a sinful
world. Other theologians before and during the Renaissance emphasized Aristotle's belief in a natural
order but asserted that some men were slaves by their very nature.

Based on this evolving theology, Eu ropean Christians initially saw non-Christians as "natural slaves."
With New World expansion, however, Europeans came to primarily associate Africans with the
institution of slavery. To explain this racial shift from a Judeo-Christian worldview, sixteenth and
seventeenth century theologians merged Aristotle's theory of “natural slaves" with the biblical Curse of
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Ham. According to this interpretation, Africans are the descendants of Ham and Canaan, who Noah
cursed into slavery for Ham's transgressions (Ham is Noah's son and Canaan's father). Though the Bible
does not mention race or skin color in this narrative, according to these sixteenth and seventeenth
century theologians, Africans inherited Ham and Canaan's curse of slavery. By the nineteenth century,
pro-slavery advocates in the United States continued to use this misleading biblical justification, as well

as Aristotle's theory of natural order and New World racial prejudices, to defend their support of
slavery.

Noah damning Ham, painting by Ivan
Stepanovitch Ksenofontov, ca. 1817-1 875,
courtesy of the State Buryat Republic Art
Museum, Ulan-Ude. Sixteenth and seventeenth-
century theologians wrote that enslavement of
African peoples was justified based on the belief
that Africans were descendants of Ham, a
biblical figure cast into slavery by his father,
Noah.

. ;-- 3 -
htt;::,--’_./Jc.hI.Iibrar\,ccofc.edu/exhibits/showfafricanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld/europne
a_christianity_and_slav
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Freedom, Slavery, and Race in the New World

o o e o s S~ e —==3  Map of Western Europe, 1700, courtesy
I~/ [ TR y 'gj;? 7 );;\ C\%ﬂ of the University of Texas Libraries,
: [ = EQ;W xordn S TH A ' University of Texas at Austin. Map

: ' %? - Wt demonstrates close geographic promixity
of Western European nations that formed
after the decline of the Roman Empire.
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In addition to the spread of
Christianity, western Europeans
did not enslave other Europeans
by the late fifteenth century
because of a relatively equal and
stable balance of power. Various
nation states connected to the
Atlantic Ocean, including England,
Scotland, Ireland, France, Portugal,
the Netherlands, and Spain, rose to
——a__w )2 power within close geographic

proximity of one another. The
ongoing wars and competition between and within these nation states meant that no single
government had enough central authority to control commercial expansion or enslave the population
of another state or their own citizens.

dompans, Govem. & fn. Leddory, New Shrie & Boriba

S - y Omne Bonum, created by James le Palmer, London,
Lo ; England, ca. 1360-1375, courtesy of the British Library.

b Image depicts victims of the Black Death being blessed
by a priest. The significant population loss caused by
1 F the plague in the 13th and 14th centuries led to labor
E shortages and economic instability in Europe, as well
T as new opportunities for individual mobility and
entrepreneurship.

n
A
\ The tenuous power balance that grew
- & between nations made it possible for western
Europeans to collectively prevent
 enslavement. In contrast to Africa and the
t Americas, this unique set of geographic,
. economic, and religious circumstances

: —~ w »; ® allowed western Europeans to maintain basic
Ncvir cALr1st0s 1 @t T enesr porininy rights over their own labor and physical
mobility, rather than having these rights determined by their national or ethnic status. Though
Europeans still operated within rigid class, gender, and labor hierarchies, western European laborers
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Freedom, Slavery, and Race in the New World

developed and maintained the ability to not live as the property of another human being in the
centuries before New World expansion.

Harbor scene depicting Portuguese ships preparing to
depart from Lisbon, engraving by Theodore de Bry, 1593,

courtesy of the Library of Congress.

This increased individual mobility for many
Europeans marked an early beginning to modern
understandings of freedom in the Atlantic
World. Still, individual rights and free

labor would not effectively emerge as influential
political and social concepts in the Atlantic
World until the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries.

Whether through individual choice or through
migration forced by political and religious
conflicts (such as the Protestant Reformation or
Jewish persecution), western Europeans found that these historic circumstances allowed for greater
mobility outside of the geographic or social boundaries of their nation or kinship group. While
populations throughout the world demonstrated significant technology and skill in maritime
navigation, western Europeans possessed the additional social and labor mobility to explore and
establish long-term Atlantic trade on a large scale. They also had the motive. The constant warfare
between and within nations in Western Europe proved costly, and European nations struggled with a
chronic shortage of gold and silver. In addition, Western Europe experienced a shortage of labor due to
the plague, or "Black Death" that killed over thirty percent of Europeans at its height in the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries. Individual traders and commercial entrepreneurs increasingly pursued
additional sources of wealth and labor outside of their native countries through trade and expansion,
often with the support of financially depleted monarchies.

As European explorers and entrepreneurs established profit-seeking settlements in the Americas, they
needed labor to cultivate or mine their new properties. If they could not obtain this labor by
employing European indentured servants (particularly when the labor was arduous or deadly),
Europeans increasingly acquired enslaved laborers through military attacks or trade networks in Africa
and the Americas.

Initially, the religions practiced by the indigenous populations in Africa and the Americas provided
adequate European justification for their capture and enslavement, but what happened when Africans
or American Indians converted to Christianity? To avoid religious exemption, European slaveholders in
the New World justified the enslavement of non-Europeans by constructing the concept of a white
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Freedom, Slavery, and Race in the New World

European race as separate and superior to non-Europeans. European legal, military, and religious
support for slavery based on racial heriarchies allowed for a long term coerced labor force in the
Americas, and Europeans could use the myth of white superiority to avoid their own enslavement.

INSPECTION AND SALE OF A NEGRO.
“Inspection and Sale of a Negro." wood engraving by Brantz Mayer, 1854, courtesy of the Library of Congress. Image depicts

an African man being inspected by a European while another European talks with African slave traders.
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Otherness: Race, Culture,
and Power — Evolution of
Slavery and Racism

Unity in

Community

This is an excerpt from a paper I presented in 2017
as I struggled to put my own race issues into
perspective as a part of my Christian faith walk.
The big question is/was, “Why is racism so
stubborn, and why does the black reaction to
racism separate us from the love that God
demands?” This is the first installment of the

paper.

Evolution of Slavery and Racism

For nearly 4 centuries, the Atlantic slave ships
linked the peoples and economic fortunes of utterly
different and geographically separated communities.
Huge volumes of European goods were ferried to
West Africa, where they were exchanged for
Africans who were then forcibly transported (the so-
called Middle Passage) to work the fertile lands of
the Americas, cultivating crops — notably sugar, rice,
tobacco and cotton — which were exported back as
the luxuries and then the essentials of the wider
world. In the process, the Atlantic slave trade
became a global economic system, sucking in goods
from ever more distant corners of the globe and
supplying far-flung markets. Tea from China, coffee
from Arabia, chocolate from Mexico (mixed with
slave-grown sugar) — all these commodities and
more were soon inextricably linked in a network of
trade and consumption. And always made possible,
initially at least, by the sweat of Africans toiling on
the plantations of the Americas.!

Sugar was the engine driving the slave trade.
Wherever sugarcane could be grown, Africans were
considered vital and were imported in increasing
numbers. The key to successful slave labor was a

! Excerpts and paraphrasing from James Walvin, History Files:
The Slave Trade (New York, NY: Thames & Hudson Inc.,
2011).
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plantation, which provided the structure for
disciplining workers to submit to the unrelenting
grind of cultivating labor-intensive crops in harsh
conditions. Africans and plantations went hand-in-
hand, producing tropical staples for Western
consumption and profit.

By the time the slave trade ended in 1860s, there
had been some 40,000 slave voyages. The British
perfected transporting Africans though they were the
first to abolish the slave trade in 1807. By that time,
their ships had carried more than 3 million Africans
across the Atlantic. All European maritime powers,
from Portugal to Brandenburg in eastern Germany,
were actively involved. The slave trade was much
more than simply a new form of international
commercial transaction. In the torturous and
complex process of enslavement and transportation,
the African was reduced from human being to an
item of trade: to be bought, sold and haggled over
like any other commodity. Nor was this
transformation of the African into an object simply a
matter of economic practice. Across the colonial
Americas and Europe, legislation and treaties
established that Africans be treated as things. In the
18" century, for example, the British Parliament
passed dozens of Acts that defined the African as a
commodity. Europeans and Americans quickly
became accustomed to viewing the African as a
chattel: a valuable article with a price attached.

The international consequences of slavery were
enormous. The rapid development of towns and
ports involved in slaving was one visible effect of
the trade. Profits from both the ships and the
plantations flowed back to Europe to be invested in
docks, quaysides (a solid, usually stone, landing-
place, where boats are loaded and unloaded), port



facilities and related industries as well as
fashionable rural retreats for those who prospered.
Glasgow and Liverpool, Nantes and Bordeaux — all
were transformed by their involvement in the
Atlantic slave trade. The elegant homes of slave
merchants and planters were echoed by impressive
warehouses, banks and the offices of insurance and
shipping companies, changing the urban landscape
of the 18"-century Europe and America. Further
ramifications included the expansion of international
finance, in the form of bills of credit, which also
arose directly from the Atlantic slave empires.
Major industries, notably ship-building with all its
vital ancillaries (rope-making, sail-making,
armaments, victualling (food provisions for sailors),
gun-making and metal industries for the chains and
manacles), responded to or were stimulated by the
slave trade. Plantations throughout the Americas
devoured imported European goods by the boatload.
The slave trade was foundational to the growth and
evolution of Western capitalism. The definition of
Africans as chattel was embedded in European and
American culture. People of African descent became
anew economic category, leading to a different, but
lower place in the human hierarchy, then codified
within culture and propagated within religion.

Merger of Church and State — Normalizing
Racism

In the 1840s and 1850s church attendance was
between 75% and 80% of the white population. In
both the North and the South, the clergy was the de
facto intelligentsia, by anyone’s standards among
the most educated and respected public thinkers in
their respective societies. Preachers were clearly
among the revered elite, for at a time when the
average free white adult male in the United States
possessed an average wealth of $2580, Protestant
clerics were worth (on average) $10,177 in the old
South and $4376 in the antebellum North. But most
importantly, preachers were influential because they
were the acknowledged point men of organized
religion, and in both the North and the South by
1860 religious sensibilities and beliefs exerted a
greater influence on American public and political
life than at any previous time in American history.
By the time of the Civil War, Americans imagined
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their political nation as being intertwined with the
divine realm.

To refer to 19th century America as a religious
nation, is clearly an understatement. A brief look at
some statistics provides a small window of
understanding of how religion controlled society in
1860:

e A major newspaper reported that out of a
population of 27 million white
Americans, 20 million attended church on a
regular basis.

e An estimated 54.000 church structures
existed in America, compared to less than 40
medical colleges. God’s wisdom established
slavery,” said Stringfellow. His feelings
likely represented most white Southerners.

In the 1830°s Reverend Charles Carroll of Maryland
tried to dehumanize blacks by brainwashing his
followers that slaves did not have a soul. This led
Carroll to conclude that slaves “they did not have a
God.” This argument convinced many that “Negroes
were the biblical beasts of the field.”

It was, however, Alabama pastor Fred Ross who
expressed what most Southerners believed was the
truth. Entitled, Slavery Ordained of God, Ross
declared: “Slavery is of God, and [should] continue
for the good of the slave, the good of the master, the
good of the whole American family.”

Although, the vast majority of Southerners did not
own slaves, the largest contributors to the wealth of
Southern churches were almost always slave
owners. The twisted arguments of Carroll,
Stringfellow, Ross and others, clearly tried to justify
a system that could not be justified. In that time
most white Southerners, including pastors, accepted
these long-held beliefs as truths. It was the world
they lived in; it was what they had been taught from
childhood. Absent from the sermons, however, were
any mention of the massive brutalization of slaves;
the torture, rape and even murder of slaves. These
atrocities were impossible for Southern churches to
ignore — but, they did. The few pastors who voiced
their support for the emancipation of slaves were
quickly dismissed from their pulpits.



The Transatlantic Slave Trade

Overview

Over the course of more than three and a half centuries, the forcible transportation in bondage of at
least twelve million men, women, and children from their African homelands to the Americas changed
forever the face and character of the modern world. The slave trade was brutal and horrific, and the
enslavement of Africans was cruel, exploitative, and dehumanizing. Together, they represent one of
the longest and most sustained assaults on the very life, integrity, and dignity of human beings in
history.

In the Americas, besides the considerable riches their free labor created for others, the importation
and subsequent enslavement of the Africans would be the major factor in the resettlement of the
continents following the disastrous decline in their indigenous population. Between 1492 and 1776, an
estimated 6.5 million people migrated to and settled in the Western Hemisphere. More than five out
of six were Africans. Although victimized and exploited, they created a new, largely African, Creole
society and their forced migration resulted in the emergence of the so-called Black Atlantic.

The transatlantic slave trade laid the foundation for modern capitalism, generating immense wealth for
business enterprises in America and Europe. The trade contributed to the industrialization of
northwestern Europe and created a single Atlantic world that included western Europe, western Africa,
the Caribbean islands, and the mainlands of North and South America.

On the other hand, the overwhelming impact on Africa of its involvement in the creation of this
modern world was negative. The continent experienced the loss of a significant part of its able-bodied
population, which played a part in the social and political weakening of its societies that left them
open, in the nineteenth century, to colonial domination and exploitation.

The Development of the Trade

In the mid-fifteenth century, Portuguese ships sailed down the West African coast in a maneuver
designed to bypass the Muslim North Africans, who had a virtual monopoly on the trade of sub-
Saharan gold, spices, and other commodities that Europe wanted. These voyages resulted in maritime
discoveries and advances in shipbuilding that later would make it easier for European vessels to
navigate the Atlantic. Over time, the Portuguese vessels added another commodity to their cargo:
African men, women, and children.

For the first one hundred years, captives in small numbers were transported to Europe. By the close of
the fifteenth century, 10 percent of the population of Lisbon, Portugal, then one of the largest cities in
Europe, was of African origin. Other captives were taken to islands off the African shore, including
Madeira, Cape Verde, and especially Sdo Tomé, where the Portuguese established sugar plantations
using enslaved labor on a scale that foreshadowed the development of plantation slavery in the
Americas. Enslaved Africans could also be found in North Africa, the Middle East, Persia, India, the
Indian Ocean islands, and in Europe as far as Russia.-
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The Transatlantic Slave Trade

English and Dutch ships soon joined Portugal's vessels trading along the African coast. They preyed on
the Portuguese ships, while raiding and pillaging the African mainland as well. During this initial period,
European interest was particularly concentrated on Senegambia. Culturally and linguistically unified
through Islam and in some areas, Manding culture and language, the region and Mali to its east had a
long and glorious history, centered on the ancient Kingdom of Ghana and the medieval empires of Mali
and Songhay. Its interior regions of Bure and Bambuk were rich in gold. It reached the Mediterranean
and hence Europe from Songhay. The slave trade was closely linked to the Europeans' insatiable
hunger for gold, and the arrival of the Portuguese on the " Gold Coast" (Ghana) in the 1470s tapped
these inland sources.

Later, they developed commercial and political relations with the kingdoms of Benin (in present-day
Nigeria) and Kongo. The Kongo state became Christianized and, in the process, was undermined by the
spread of the slave trade. Benin, however, restricted Portuguese influence and somewhat limited the
trade in human beings.

Starting in 1492, Africans were part of every expedition into the regions that became the American
Spanish colonies. By the beginning of the sixteenth century, they were brought as slaves to grow sugar
and mine gold on Hispaniola, and were forced to drain the shallow lakes of the Mexican plateau,
thereby finalizing the subjugation of the Aztec nation. In a bitter twist, the Africans were often forced
to perform tasks that would help advance the genocide that would resolve the vexing "Indian
guestion."

By the middle of the seventeenth century, the slave trade entered its second and most intense phase.
The creation of ever-larger sugar plantations and the introduction of other crops such as indigo, rice,
tobacco, coffee, cocoa, and cotton would lead to the displacement of an estimated seven million
Africans between 1650 and 1807. The demand for labor resulted in numerous innovations, encouraged
opportunists and entrepreneurs, and accrued deceptions and barbarities, upon which the slave trade
rested. Some slave traders - often well-respected men in their communities - made fortunes for
themselves and their descendants. The corresponding impact on Africa was intensified as larger parts
of west and central Africa came into the slavers' orbit.

The third and final period of the transatlantic slave trade began with the ban on the importation of
captives imposed by Britain and the United States in 1807 and lasted until the 1860s. Brazil, Cuba, and
Puerto Rico were the principal destinations for Africans, since they could no longer legally be brought
into North America, the British or French colonies in the Caribbean, or the independent countries of
Spanish America. Despite this restricted market, the numbers of deported Africans did not decline until
the late 1840s. Many were smuggled into the United States. At the same time, tens of thousands of
Africans rescued from the slave ships were forcibly settled in Sierra Leone, Liberia, and several islands
of the Caribbean.

Capture and Enslavement

War, slave raiding, kidnapping, and politico-religious struggle accounted for the vast majority of
Africans deported to the Americas. Several important wars resulted in massive enslavement, including

2
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the export of prisoners across the Atlantic, the ransoming of others, and the use of enslavement within
Africa itself.

The Akan wars of the late seventeenth century and the first half of the eighteenth century were a
struggle for power among states in the Gold Coast hinterland. Akwamu, Akyem, Denkyira, Fante, and
Asante groups battled for more than half a century for control of the region. By the mid-eighteenth
century, Asante emerged as the dominant force.

By 1650, Oyo had become a consolidated imperial power in the interior of the Bight of Benin by
defeating the Bariba and Nupe in the north and other Yoruba states to the south. The wars between
various Gbe groups resulted in the rise of Dahomey and its victory over Allada in 1724. The winners
occupied the port of Whydah three years later but were then forced to pay tribute to the more
powerful Oyo. These wars accounted for the deportation of over a million Africans along the Bight of
Benin coast.

The sixty-year period of the Kongo civil wars, ending in 1740, was responsible for the capture and
enslavement of many. Among them were the followers of the Catholic martyr Beatrice of Kongo, who
tried to end the wars through pacifist protest.

The spread of militant Islam across West Africa began in Senegambia during the late seventeenth
century. The jihad led to two major political transformations: the emergence in the late eighteenth
century of the Muslim states of Futa Jallon in the Guinea highlands and Futa Toro on the Senegal River.

The jihad movement continued into the nineteenth century, especially with the outbreak of war in
1804 in the Hausa states (northern Nigeria) under the leadership of Sheikh Usman dan Fodio. These
wars in turn exacerbated political tensions in Oyo, which resulted in a Muslim uprising and the collapse
of the Oyo state between 1817 and 1833. New strongholds were created at Ibadan, Abeokuta, and
ljebu, and the conflict intensified over attempts to replace or resurrect the Oyo state.

After 1700, the importation of firearms heightened the intensity of many of the wars and resulted in a
great increase in the numbers of enslaved peoples. European forces intervened in some of the
localized fighting and in warfare all along the Atlantic coast. They sought to obtain captives directly in
battle or as political rewards for having backed the winning side. Working from their permanent
colonies at Luanda, Benguela, and other coastal points, the Portuguese conducted joint military
ventures into the hinterlands with their African allies.

Africans also became enslaved through non-military means. Judicial and religious sanctions and
punishments removed alleged criminals, people accused of witchcraft, and social misfits through
enslavement and banishment. Rebellious family members might be expelled from their homes through
enslavement. Human pawns, especially children, held as collateral for debt were almost always
protected from enslavement by relatives and customary practices. However, debts and the collateral
for those debts were sometimes subjected to illegal demands, and pawned individuals, especially
children, were sometimes "sold" or otherwise removed from the watchful eyes of the relatives and
communities that had tried to safeguard their rights.
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Africans were also kidnapped, though kidnapping was a crime in most communities, and sold into
slavery. Captives were sometimes ransomed, but this practice often encouraged the taking of prisoners
for monetary rewards.

As the slave trade destroyed families and communities, people tried to protect their loved ones.
Various governments and communal institutions developed means and policies that limited the trade's
impact. Muslims were particularly concerned with protecting the freedom of their co-religionists.
Qur'anic law stated that those of the Faith born free must remain free. But this precept was often
violated.

Throughout Africa, people of all beliefs tried to safeguard their own. Some offered themselves in
exchange for the release of their loved ones. Others tried to have their kin redeemed even after they
had been shipped away. Resistance took the form of attacks on slave depots and ships, as well as
revolts in the forts, in barracoons, and on slave ships.

But at a higher level, the political fragmentation - many small centralized states and federations
governed through secret societies - made it virtually impossible to develop methods of government
that could effectively resist the impact of the slave trade. Even the la rgest states, such as Asante and
Oyo, were small by modern standards. Personal gain and the interests of the small commercial elites
who dominated trade routes, ports, and secret societies also worked against the freeing of captives,
offenders, and displaced children, who could easily end up in the slave trade.

Traders and Trade

Western European countries established distinct national trades. The European port cities most
involved in this growth industry were Bristol, Liverpool, and London in England; Amsterdam in Holland;
Lisbon, the Portuguese capital; and Nantes, located on the western French coast.

On the African side most captives were traded from only a few ports: Luanda (Angola), Whydah (Bight
of Benin), Bonny ( Bight of Biafra); and the adjacent "castles" at Koromantin and Winneba on the Gold
Coast accounted for at least a third of the Africans transported to the Americas. Other major ports
included Old Calabar (Bight of Biafra), Benguela (Southern Angola), Cabinda (north of the Congo River),
and Lagos in the Bight of Benin. These nine ports accounted for at least half of all the Africans deported
to the Americas.

The European countries attempted, though not successfully, to regulate the trade by chartering various
national companies established under royal decree or parliamentary order. But these efforts to create
monopolies, such as England's Royal African Company (RAC), were soon undermined by private
merchant companies and pirates who opened up new markets in the Bight of Biafra and the northern
Angola coast, and challenged the RAC on the Gold Coast and in the Gambia.

Each of the nations and their slave ports experimented with innovative marketing and trading
techniques. Sometimes this competition required the maintenance of trading depots and forts - the
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